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SUBJECT: US-EC CONSULTATIONS 

REF: LONDON I755I 

SUMMARY: ECO BELIEVES ESTABLISHMENT OF CLOSE CONTACTS 
WITH INCOMING CARTER ADMINISTRATION WILL BE UK'S FIRST 
PRIORITY AS EC PRESIDENT, AND THAT PRIME MINISTER SHOULD 
MAKE THIS POINT EXPLICITLY TO HIS EC COLLEAGUES. UK'S 
POLITICAL DIRECTOR REG HIBBERT REQUESTS EARLY AGREEMENT 
EOR VISIT TO WASHINGTON WEEK OE EEBRUARY 7. END SUMMARY 

1 . DURING LUNCHEON CONVERSATION WITH ECO DEPUTY UNDER 
SECRETARY REG HIBBERT NOVEMBER 17, POLITICAL COUNSELOR 
RAISED SUBJECT OE US-EC CONSULTATIONS DURING UK 
PRESIDENCY. THEY REVIEWED MODALITIES ALREADY WORKED OUT 
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BETWEEN EMBASSY OEEICERS AND ECO STAEEERS AND EXPRESSED 
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MUTUAL SATISFACTION AT PROSPECT OF CLOSE WORKING RE- 
LATIONSHIP. 

2. HIBBERT THEN SAID THAT ECO WAS PREPARING BRIEFING 
PAPER FOR MINISTERS THAT POSITED AS BRITAIN'S FIRST 
PRIORITY DURING EC PRESIDENCY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF GOOD 
CONTACTS WITH INCOMING CARTER ADMINISTRATION IN ORDER 
TO GET US-EC RELATIONS OFF TO THE BEST POSSIBLE START 
AFTER JANUARY 20. ECO INTENDS CALLAGHAN TO MAKE THIS 
POINT EXPLICITLY TO HIS EC COLLEAGUES AT FORTHCOMING 
MEETING OF EUROPEAN COUNCIL. HIBBERT ACKNOWLEDGED 
THAT UK WOULD HAVE TO STRIKE CAREFUL BALANCE IN PRESEN- 
TATION TO EC IN ORDER NOT TO RE-AWAKEN SUSPICIONS OF 
BRITAIN.S RELATIONSHIP TO US, BUT STRESSED HIS BELIEF 
THAT IN LONG-TERM IMPORTANCE. SUCCESS IN THIS AREA FAR 
TRANSCENDED QUESTIONS OF FISHING RIGHTS, CAP, AND SUCH. 

3. HIBBERT SAID THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO COME TO 
WASHINGTON AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE IN LIFE OF NEW ADMINIS- 
TRATION TO DISCUSS US-EC CONSULTATIONS, AND SUGGESTED 
A VISIT DURING WEEK OF FEBRUARY 7. POLITICAL COUNSELOR 
EXPLAINED THAT TRANSITION ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN OUTGOING 
AND INCOMING ADMINISTRATIONS WERE STILL IN PRELIMINARY 
STAGE. BUT AGREED TO FORWARD HIBBERT.S REQUEST. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: SUGGEST DEPARTMENT TAKE NOTE OF 
HIBBERT'S REQUEST AND AS SOON AS FEASIBLE PROVIDE US 
POSITIVE RESPONSE OR SUGGEST ALTERNATIVE DATES TO 
FORWARD TO HIBBERT. 
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